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READING BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

REPORT BY DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT & NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES 
 
TO: POLICY COMMITTEE 

 
DATE: 16 JULY 2018 

 
AGENDA ITEM: 17 

TITLE: READING TRANSPORT LIMITED – APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER 

LEAD 
COUNCILLOR: 

TONY PAGE PORTFOLIO: STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT, 
PLANNING & TRANSPORT 

SERVICE: TRANSPORTATION & 
STREETCARE 

WARDS: BOROUGHWIDE 

LEAD OFFICER: CHRIS MADDOCKS 
 

TEL: 0118 937 4950 

JOB TITLE: ACTING STRATEGIC 
TRANSPORT 
PROGRAMME 
MANAGER 

E-MAIL: chris.maddocks@reading.go
v.uk 

 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
1.1  The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the Committee, acting as 

shareholder of Reading Transport Ltd, for the appointment of Mr Robert Williams to 
the role of Chief Executive Officer of Reading Transport Ltd. 

 
1.2 The Chair of the Committee was of the view that consideration of this item was a 

matter of urgency as defined in section 100B (4)(b) of the Local Government Act 1972 
(as amended), and should be considered at this meeting because of the need for the 
shareholder to consider confirming the appointment to the post of Chief Executive of 
Reading Transport Limited as soon as possible, and should not be delayed until the 
next available meeting on 24 September 2018. 

 
1.3 Appendix A – Letter from Martijn Gilbert to Cllr Tony Page, dated 11th July 2018. 
 
2. RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
2.1 That the Committee approves the appointment of Mr Robert Williams to the role of 

Chief Executive Officer of Reading Transport Ltd, commencing on 1st October 
2018. 

 
 
3. POLICY CONTEXT 
 
3.1 The Council is the shareholder of Reading Transport Ltd. The relationship between the 

Council as shareholder and the Board is set out in the company’s Articles of 
Association, which were authorised by the former Transportation Committee of the 
Borough Council on 21 February 1986 (Minute 190 refers). 

 
4. THE PROPOSAL 
 
4.1 Following a comprehensive recruitment and selection process, Mr Robert Williams was 

identified as the preferred candidate for the role of Chief Executive Officer of 
Reading Transport Ltd. 
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4.2 Mr Williams is currently the Commercial Director of Stagecoach South West. It is 
recommended that the Committee, acting as shareholder of Reading Transport Ltd, 
approves the appointment of Mr Williams to the role of Chief Executive Officer of 
Reading Transport Ltd, commencing 1st October 2018. 

 
5. CONTRIBUTION TO STRATEGIC AIMS 
 
5.1 The Board is responsible for setting the policy base for Reading Transport Ltd, 

including addressing considerations of equality and sustainability in the company’s 
employment practices, and in its delivery of service. 

 
5.2 The successful operation of Reading Transport Ltd contributes to the following 

Corporate Plan priorities: 
 

• Securing the economic success of Reading and provision of job opportunities. 
• Keeping Reading’s environment clean, green and safe. 

 
6. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND INFORMATION 
 
6.1 Not applicable. 
 
7. EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
7.1 Not applicable. 
 
8. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
8.1    Reading Transport Ltd was set up in 1986 as a company separate from the Council 

under the provisions of the Transport Act 1985. The Company’s Memorandum and 
Articles of Association were incorporated on 27 March 1986. 

 
9. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1  There are no direct financial implications for the Council resulting from this report. 
 
10. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
10.1 Articles of Association of Reading Transport Ltd. 
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